
Year 6 Curriculum Map 
Music 

 

 Autumn Term 1 Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 Spring Term 2  Summer Term 1  Summer Term 2 

Unit of Learning Peter and the Wolf Music during 1930’s Hip Hop 
 

Guitar skills Keyboard skills 

Unit Focus Timbre and the 

instruments of the 

orchestra 

 

Historical links 
between World War 
II and music from the 
time 

Exploring the historical and social 
context on Hip Hop 
Beatboxing and lyric writing 

Introduction to the 
guitar and linking 
knowledge from 
ukulele 

Exploring bass clef 
notation and using 
the left hand on 
the keyboard 

Key Knowledge Appraising a 

symphony written for 

children, 

understanding how 

themes are used to 

aid the story, 

exploring composing 

their own theme 

Exploring different 
popular examples 
from the 1930s-40s, 
Vera Lynn, and how 
social context shaped 
the musical that was 
popular 

Looking at the 
different 
factors that 
gave rise to 
Hip Hop and 
its role as a 
youth 
phenomenon 

Exploring 
beatboxing, 
basslines, 
rhythmic 
patterns and 
writing lyrics 

Introduction to the 
guitar, building on 
existing year 5 
knowledge from 
ukulele, exploring 
tab and chords in 
“Ocean Eyes” and 
“Cheap Thrills” 

Exploring bass clef 
notation as well as 
treble clef, using 
the left hand on 
the keyboard and 
playing together in 
pairs 
Ensemble skills 

SMSC Skill in creation and 

performance, 

identifying different 

instruments 

Skill in performance, 

emotions and 

sentiments in music 

Reflecting cultural differences 

through mood in music, emotions 

and conflict in musical lyrics and 

skill in performance and creation 

 

Skill in creation, 
works of artists 
from a variety of 
backgrounds 

Skill in creation 
and group 
performance 

Experiences/CEIAG Live orchestras and 

how music is 

performed in this 

context 

Empathy with 

experiences of those 

at war 

Learning about African-American 

culture in the U.S.A. in the 1970’s 

Listening to and 
mirroring quality 
performances 

Listening to and 
mirroring effective 
rehearsal practices 
for performing 

How you can help your child 
at home 

Listening to the 
YouTube video for 
Peter and the Wolf 

Linking knowledge to 
the curriculum in Y6, 
“Woeful World War 
II” Horrible Histories 

BBC Bitesize – Rap, Hip hop, How 
to rap (video), Beatboxing tips 
videos on YouTube 

Guitar tutorials on 
YouTube, listening 
to the songs 

Praacticing proper 
hand position on 
table, reminding of 
stave notation 


